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BY CAMERON BUTTERFIELD

heggpwer requirements of the modern enthusiast's
sktop PC have jumped to astronomical levels.
s sporting multiple processing cores and graph-
ics Wds and multiple hard drives in RAID con®gu-
rations require more juice than previous generation s of hard-
ware did. Some high-end power supply units are now rated in
excess of 1,200 watts. A modern computer enthusiast ‘s gam-
ing rig, including monitor, might pull as much as 4 00 watts just
idling. Leaving a computer on all the time can tran slate into
a pretty hefty power bill at the end of the month.  In our sce-
nario, an 2always on® 400 watts at a $0.12-per-kilo watt-hour
rate would cost you $34.56 a month! When talking th  ese kinds
of ®gures, it's easy to see how taking the time to con®gure a
proper power-saving state for your PC could save yo u some

serious cabbage.
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Your computer is capable of several different power
states, ranging from fully on (SO), to slightly pow ered
down (S1), to virtually off (S3, or standby), to fu lly off (S4,
or hibernate). In this article, we're going to focu s on the S3
power state, as it provides incredible power saving s with
only a few seconds of recovery time. You might be t hink-
ing you can't use standby mode because you need you r
computer to be on all the time as a ®le server ory ou need
remote access to your PC. Well, keep reading becaus e
we'll prove you wrong. In the following pages, we'l | show
you how to not only enter and troubleshoot the S3 s tandby
power-saving state but also con®gure your computer  to
awaken when ®les are requested over the network or you
need remote access to your PC.
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